SAFE CUSTODY

directly, and two minutes later we pulled the draw-
bridge up; but the incident served to ram home the
poverty of our communications and how very short-
handed we were, for had Stiven not left his post,
Olivia would not have been ready and Hubert and I
would fairly have met the chauffeur face to face,
while, as for Palin, the first he knew of the matter
was that the front door was open and Olivia was
speaking German from the foot of the steps.
We were now free to deal with Harris, of whom, of
course, track had been lost, but though he was hid
by the greenwood, from what Stiven said, we judged
he was approaching the meadows and so might be
expected within hal/ ji hour.
We, therefore, unlocked the door of the room by
the postern gate and set its window open, as it had
been before. Then Father Herman was taken and
locked in the stalls which stood beside the archway,
for so he could not warn Harris by making a fuss.
And there, I fancy, he breakfasted better than we,
for though Olivia had cooked us some buttered eggs,
we had no time to enjoy them, but snatched a few
mouthfuls, standing, on our way to and fro.
Now if Harris entered the castle, he could, on gaining
the passage, turn either left or right. Each course
would bring him to a stairway set in the wall. The
eastern stair led up to the small square hall I have
mentioned before, and the western to a much larger
lobby from which there were six exits, two only of
which could be shut. We, therefore, decided to lock
the two doors which ,led out of the smaller hall, so
that if Harris went that way, he would find it a blind
alley and have no option but to retrace his steps.
In other words, we should force him to make for the
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